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FOREWORD: A SPECIAL ISSUE FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF
FUNDAMENTAL AND INTER-DISCIPLINARY STUDIES (FIDS), AHAS
KIRKHS, IN COLLABORATION WITH AL-HIKMAH: INTERNATIONAL
JOURNAL OF ISLAMIC STUDIES AND HUMAN SCIENCES

Following the directive from the AHAS Kulliyyah of IRKHS, the Department
of Fundamental and Inter-Disciplinary Studies held its annual symposium on
Scholarship Advancement Programme (SAP) on the 5" of August 2021. The
one-day programme was an intervention to advance the development of
scholarship among academics in AHAS KIRKHS. Its focus was to accelerate
knowledge generation and dissemination by providing a conducive avenue for
all academics to write, present, and publish their scholarly work in an academic
journal. Since 2019, papers presented at the SAP symposiums have been
published individually by staff at the FIDS. In 2022, FIDS has taken the initiative
to publish selected papers as a special issue in collaboration with the Journal of
Al-Hikmah.

This special issue contains eleven articles, nine in English and two in Arabic,
which were presented at SAP 2021. This collection of SAP papers comes under
the themes of Islam, Philosophy and Spiritual development. Most if not all
articles selected for publication go in tandem with the scope and requirement of
Al-Hikmah Journal. Among the areas touched by the authors are on Islamic
religious teaching and learning activities, and Islamic movement in the region.

We hope this special issue would provide a kind of poignant magnetism that
would touch the readers' interest as most of the papers highlighted the supremacy
of knowledge and the significance of the role of spirituality. The concept of
papers emerged from the thought that different scholars from diverse Asian
countries would offer their respective experiences, historical facts and cultural
heritage that would provide the highest level of satisfaction to the readers.

—

Dr Maulana Akbar Shah

Head of the Research and Publication Committee
Department of Fundamental and Inter-Disciplinary Studies,
AHAS KIRKHS,

International Islamic University Malaysia.
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Abstract

This study aims to investigate early Muslim scholars'
understanding of the pandemic, as well as their efforts to dealing with,
reducing, and curbing its psychological repercussions. The study employs
an inductive and analytical interpretation of early Muslim texts on
pandemics. The study shows that early Muslim thinkers interpret the
pandemic from various perspectives including the divine decree, nature of
human behaviour and his connection with God, and the natural world’s
circumstances.
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