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ABSTRACT

This research addresses a central problem concerning how the Seljuk
state, particularly through the figure of Nizam al-Mulk, contributed to supporting
and institutionalizing Hadith Dictation Sessions (Majalis al-Imla’ al-Hadithiyya).
The study aims to highlight Nizam al-Mulk’s pivotal role in preserving and
transmitting Hadith by actively participating in the dictation process and to assess
the influence he exerted on the structure and function of these sessions. To achieve
this, the study employs a descriptive-analytical method. It analyzes Nizam al-
Mulk’s Amali (dictations) by examining his methodology in selecting Hadiths, his
reliance on authentic sources such as Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahth Muslim, and his
efforts in verifying the narrations and their chains of transmission. The findings
reveal that the Seljuk era witnessed a remarkable intellectual flourishing supported
by state sponsorship of Islamic sciences, especially Hadith. The establishment of
Nizamiya schools as major centers of transmission played a key role. Nizam al-
Mulk was unique among statesmen for his active engagement in these sessions—
not merely as a patron, but as a transmitter of Hadith himself. This is clearly
reflected in his Amal1, which contains narrations he dictated in the presence of
scholars and students.

Keywords: Nizam al-Mulk, Hadith Dictation Assemblies, Amali, Seljuk State
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