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ABSTRACT

This research addresses Ibn Hazm's theological choices regarding the
concept of faith, as one of the most important topics within the domain of al-Asma’
wa-al-Ahkam (Appellation and Rulings). The study aims to identify the evidence
upon which Ibn Hazm based these choices. To achieve this objective, the study
adopted an inductive-analytical methodology based on tracing lbn Hazm's
opinions on this subject, then analysing and comparing them with the views of
other Islamic schools of thought and sects. The study has reached important
conclusions, among them is that Ibn Hazm, by virtue of being a hadith scholar
(huffaz), aligns himself in matters of creed with the school of the Companions, the
Successors, and those who followed them among scholars of hadith and Figh.
Therefore, he generally cites their well-known statements, affirming them in
principle. However, his distinctive scholarly personality, rooted in independent
reasoning (ijtihad), emerges when he elaborates upon and explains these
statements. He sometimes restricts their absolute statements, or he specifies their
generalities, or interprets some of their expressions according to what his own
ijtihad dictates. This reveals his inclination towards applying independent
reasoning in theological discussions, as he selects the view that, in his opinion, is
supported by the evidence. As an example, Ibn Hazm transmitted the statement of
scholars of Hadith defining faith as: affirmation by the heart, utterance by the
tongue, and deeds, which increases with obedience and decreases with
disobedience. While Ibn Hazm accepted and affirmed this definition in principle,
in his detailed explanation, he argued that deeds are not one of pillar of faith, and
that the affirmation of the heart neither increases nor decreases. This differs from
what the scholar of Hadith have agreed upon: that deeds are a pillar of faith and
that the heart's affirmation does increase and decrease.

Keywords: Ibn Hazm, choices, al-Asma’ wa-al-Ahkam, concept of faith.
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