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ABSTRACT

This paper analyzes the presuppositions in the discourse of Abdul Hamid
Kishk, who is considered one of the most prominent preachers of the modern time.
He was not a charismatic figure who enjoyed widespread popularity, but rather
one who captivated hearts with the eloquence of his speeches and his extraordinary
ability to influence audiences from all walks of life. His discourse did not emerge
from a vacuum; rather, it was a substantial rhetorical entity grounded in several
communicative principles. Presuppositions were among the elements that
contributed to the construction of meaning, helping him effectively convey his
religious and social message. The study aims to investigate how meaning is
constructed through the common ground that Kishk creates between himself and
his audience, and how these presuppositions influence the effectiveness of his
discourse. This study adopts a pragmatic theoretical framework, examining the
concept of "common ground" as a fundamental element in meaning construction.
This concept refers to the shared values and beliefs that connect the speaker to the
audience. The study employs an analytical approach, analyzing a selection of
Kishk's sermons to identify the presuppositions upon which he relies. The results
show that Kishk effectively uses presuppositions to build a close relationship with
his audience, and the study also reveals the presuppositions that contribute to
shaping meaning in a way that makes the message more acceptable and effective.
Keywords: presuppositions, common ground, Kishk, discourse analysis.
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