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ABSTRACT

This study examines the distinction between three Islamic legal evidences:
custom (“urf), consensus (ijma‘), and the practice of the people of Medina (‘amal
ahl al-Madinah), due to their similarity in representing a form of collective
agreement, which may lead to confusion in legal reasoning and fatwa formulation.
The study aims to clarify the differences between these evidences in terms of
authority, source, scope, and stability, while highlighting the role of custom and
its flexibility in applying rulings established by consensus and the practice of the
people of Medina to contemporary and changing circumstances. The research
adopts the inductive, analytical, and comparative methodologies through a
theoretical part concerned with defining concepts and clarifying differences, and
a practical part demonstrating their application in various jurisprudential issues
across different chapters of Islamic law. The study concludes that although these
evidences share certain similarities, they differ in their nature and legal authority.
Consensus and the practice of the people of Medina are independent sources of
legal proof, whereas custom serves as an explanatory and restrictive tool for them.
The distinction among these sources contributes to producing more precise fatwa
and achieves a balance between stability and adaptability in Islamic rulings.
Keywords: Custom (‘Urf), Consensus (Ijma’), Practice of the People of Medina
(‘Amal Ahl al-Madinah), Fatwa, Legal Reasoning in Islamic Jurisprudence
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