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ABSTRACT

The problem observed by the researcher in contemporary financial
practice is the recurring public concern regarding corruption within both public
and private financial institutions. Such corruption, depending on its scope and
severity, may lead to the partial or complete collapse of these institutions. The
study attributes this phenomenon primarily to inadequate professional
qualification and unethical conduct among financial personnel. A financial
employee who lacks the necessary professional competence or exhibits unethical
behavior that facilitates the breach of fiduciary responsibility in financial
management becomes highly susceptible to corrupt practices. This study therefore
seeks to propose appropriate solutions and remedial measures to address this issue.
The research is founded on the premise that a qualified individual is the
fundamental element in financial management for achieving success; if the
employee is upright, their work is sound, but if the employee is corrupt, the
institution suffers financial ruin. Employee integrity is examined through three
essential dimensions: professional specialization, practical experience consistent
with that specialization, and good conduct that ensures integrity, transparency, and
other noble values. Among these dimensions, ethical conduct is regarded as the
most decisive, since an individual lacking integrity can manipulate professional
knowledge and experience to serve corruption rather than the fiduciary
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responsibilities entrusted to them. To achieve its objectives, the study employs
descriptive and analytical methodologies, focusing on a number of governance-
related principles relevant to financial management, including transparency,
governance, accountability, and integrity. These principles are examined in light
of appropriate Islamic legal evidence (Shariah), which provides a normative
framework for addressing the identified problem. The analysis of these principles
and the relevant Shariah texts leads to several important findings. Most notably,
fostering and continuously developing both professional competence and ethical
values among financial employees significantly reduces professional errors and
protects them from unethical behavior. This, in turn, reinforces the integrity of
accounting procedures and ethical practices, thereby safeguarding financial
resources against corruption in its various forms, including embezzlement,
fraudulent invoices, fictitious contracts. Such unethical conduct has contributed to
the collapse of major financial institutions worldwide, whether managing public
or private funds. The study concludes that financial employees should receive
continuous professional and ethical training. Such sustained development
cultivates individuals who demonstrate both personal integrity and professional
excellence, ensuring ethical conduct and high-quality performance in carrying out
their financial responsibilities. This was the conclusion reached by the study in its
findings.

Keywords: Financial Trustworthiness; Financial Personnel; Professional—Ethical
Alignment; Appropriate Qualification and Training; Financial Integrity and
Corruption.
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