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ABSTRACT

The concept of Renji (A#; the Ultimate Human Pole / the Supreme
Human Realization) represents a fundamental notion in Chinese philosophy,
specifically within Neo-Confucian thought, denoting the utmost perfection that a
human being can attain. This study examines Liu Zhi’s deliberate choice of the
term Renji over a direct transliteration or literal rendering of the Sufi term al-Insan
al-Kamil (the Perfect Human) in his seminal work, Tianfang xingli (X742,
Nature and Principle in Islam). It addresses a critical research gap, as prior
scholarship has largely been confined to lexical comparisons or identifying
isolated Persian references without integrating intrinsic textual analysis with a
rigorous evaluation of source-critical wvalidity. Employing an integrative
methodology that combines historical and analytical approaches, this study utilizes
historical tracing to uncover the Sufi roots of Renji across critical Chinese editions,
annotated diagrams, and interlinear Persian glosses. Concurrently, the analytical
approach is applied to deconstruct the conceptual reformulation within Liu Zhi’s
corpus across three distinct heuristic levels: documentary linkage, verifiable
textual parallelism, and broader intellectual context or structural comparison.
Among its key findings, the study demonstrates that the narrative of the Origin
and Return (al-mabda’ wa-I-ma‘ad), the threefold path, and the metaphors of the
Tree and Light reflect a Sufi provenance of varying degrees of textual proximity.
Conversely, Renji, the principle of "One Reality with Innumerable
Differentiations" (li yi fen shu), and the diagram-cum-commentary structure are
deeply rooted in the Neo-Confucian milieu of the Song dynasty (960-1279 CE).
Keywords: Liu Zhi; Renji; al-Insan al-Kamil (The Perfect Human); Han Kitab;
Neo-Confucianism.
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